Communication Plan – High Plains Circular
Title:
Water Quality in the High Plains Aquifer, Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming, 1999–2004
Authors: 
Jason Gurdak, Pete McMahon, Kevin Dennehy, and Sharon Qi
Anticipated release: 
Printed and online release as USGS Circular, March 2009
1. Conducted formal internal and colleague review of Circular (August – September, 2008)
· Reviewers: Wayne Lapham (internal), Pixie Hamilton (internal), and Mike Woodside (internal), Gary Rowe (colleague), and Tracy Hancock (colleague).
· Send Circular to Printer (November, 2008)
2. Finalize press release (March, 2009) 
· In collaboration with regional and HQ staff and with Office of Communications. 
3. Printed versions of Circular and press release distributed (March, 2009)
· Traditional USGS publication outlets (Water Science Centers; Regional offices)

· Core internal distribution list for NAWQA reports (Memo Dec 20, 2007)

· Targeted audiences, including the High Plains Liaison member list
· Congressional distribution for High Plains States
4. On-line versions of Circular and press release distributed (March, 2009)
· Will be posted at http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa under “Featured Headlines, Activities, and Publications” and under “Regional and National Assessments on Water-quality – Ground Water”  
· Will be posted at High Plains NAWQA study home page at http://co.water.usgs.gov/nawqa/hpgw/HPGW_home.html
5. Hold Congressional Briefing (plan with Pixie Hamilton in early FY09 to hold briefing sometime Spring, 2009)
· Co-sponsored by Water Environment Federation (and possibly others?) 

· Announcement distributed by USGS (via email)

· Speakers from USGS 

· Matt Larsen (possibly), USGS Associate Director for Water, will describe significance of NAWQA, providing a context for the High Plains findings

· Jason Gurdak will present major findings and implications

· Discussion and questions from the audience will follow presentations

· Printed versions of the USGS Circular and congressional briefing sheet will be available for attendees (briefing sheet will also be added to HP study home page)

6. Present Major Findings and Circular at a regional High Plains meeting (summer FY09) 
· One possible meeting is the Ogallala Initiative annual meeting: http://ogallala.tamu.edu/index.php
For information on the High Plains study and Circular, please contact: Peter McMahon, 303-236-4882, pmcmahon@usgs.gov or Jason Gurdak, 303-236-4882, jjgurdak@usgs.gov. 
For information on communication, please contact: Pixie Hamilton, 804-261-2602, pahamilt@usgs.gov 
