
Haba matahari mem-
bekalkan tenaga untuk 
menggerakkan kitaran 
air.

Matahari menyejatkan 
air dari lautan ke dalam 
wap.

Wap mempeluwap 
menjadi awan.

Arus udara menggerak-
kan awan mengitar selu-
ruh dunia.

Titisan air terbentuk 
dalam awan, yang 
kemudian jatuh kembali 
ke daratan sebagai 
kerpasan (hujan dan 
salji). 

Dalam iklim sejuk, 
kerpasan membentuk 
salji, ais dan glasier.

Salji boleh cair, menjadi 
aliran permukaan, yang 
mengalir ke dalam 
sungai, lautan dan 
menyerap ke dalam 
tanah.

Setengah ais tersejat 
secara langsung ke dalam 
udara, melompati fasa 
cairan (pejalwapan).

Gunung berapi menghasil-
kan stim, yang memben-
tuk awan.

Tumbuhan meresapZS 
air bawah tanah 
dan berpeluh dari 
daun-daun.

Setengah air bawah tanah 
meresap ke dalam sungai 
dan tasik, dan boleh men-
galir keluar permukaan 
sebagai mataair.

Air bawah tanah dekat 
permukaan tanah lazim 
diserap oleh tumbuhan.

Setengah air bawah tanah 
menyerap ke paras sangat 
mendalam tanah dan 
berada di situ pada 
tempoh lama.

Air bawah tanah menga-
lir ke dalam lautan, 
memastikan kitaran 
air terus berjalan.

Air dari tasik 
dan sungai boleh mere-
sap ke dalam tanah. 

Air bergerak ke dalam 
tanah akibat graviti dan 
tekanan.

Hujan di daratan menga-
lir turun bukit sebagai 
aliran permukaan, 
membekalkan air 
kepada tasik, sungai, 
dan lautan. 

Setengah hujan meresap 
ke dalam tanah, sebagai 
infiltrasi, dan, jika amat 
dalam, mencaj semula air 
bawah tanah.
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Anda mungkin fikir bahawa setiap titisan air hujan yang jatuh dari langit, 
atau setiap gelas air yang anda minum, adalah air baru, tetapi ianya

sebenarnya sudah lama berada di dunia sebagai sebahagian Kitaran Air.

Haiwan

Wap yang lutsinar naik 
ke dalam atmosfera, di 
mana udaranya adalah 
lebih sejuk.
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The heat of the sun 
provides energy to make 
the water cycle work.

The sun evaporates
water from the oceans
into water vapor. 

The water vapor
condenses into clouds.

Air currents move clouds
all around the Earth.

Water drops form in
clouds, and the drops
then fall to Earth as 
precipitation (rain and 
snow).

In cold climates,
precipitation builds up
as snow, ice, and
glaciers.

Snow can melt and
become runoff, which
flows into rivers, the
oceans, and into the
ground.

Some ice evaporates
directly into the air,
skipping the melting
phase (sublimation).

Volcanoes emit steam,
which forms clouds.

This invisible vapor rises
into the atmosphere,
where the air is colder.

Plants take up
groundwater and
evapotranspire, or
evaporate, it from
their leaves.

Some groundwater seeps
into rivers and lakes, and
can flow to the surface
as springs.

Groundwater close to the
land surface is taken up
by plants.

Some groundwater goes
very deep into the ground
and stays there for a
long time.

Groundwater flows into
the oceans, keeping the
water cycle going.

Water from
lakes and rivers can also
seep into the ground.

Water moves underground
because of gravity and
pressure.

Rainfall on land flows
downhill as runoff,
providing water to lakes,
rivers, and the oceans.

Some rain soaks into the
ground, as infiltration,
and if deep enough,
recharges groundwater.

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

Stefanie Neno, Jim Morgan, Gabriele Zanolli, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Howard Perlman, Gerard Gonthier, U.S. Geological Survey

General Information Product 146
http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycle-kids.html

El ciclo de agua fun-
ciona gracias a la 
energía proveniente 
del calor del sol.

El sol evapora el agua 
de los océanos en 
vapor de agua. 

El vapor de agua se 
condensa en las 
nubes.

Las corrientes de aire 
mueven las nubes por 
toda la tierra.

Las gotas de agua se 
forman en nubes, que 
luego caen a la Tierra 
en forma de precipi-
tación (lluvia y nieve).

En los climas fríos, la 
precipitación se 
acumula como nieve, 
hielo, y glaciares.

La nieve puede derre-
tirse, convirtiéndose 
en la escorrentía, que 
desemboca en los ríos 
y en los océanos, e 
infiltra el suelo.

Una parte del hielo se 
evapora directamente 
al aire, saltándose la 
fase de fusión 
(la sublimación).

Los volcanes producen 
vapor, que forman 
nubes.

Este vapor invisible sube
a la atmósfera, donde 
el aire es más frío.

Las plantas que absor-
ben el agua por las 
raíces evapotranspiran, 
o causan que el agua se 
evapore de sus hojas.

Una parte del agua 
subterránea se infiltra 
en los ríos y los lagos, 
y puede alcanzar la 
superficie en forma de 
manantiales.

Las plantas absorben 
el agua subterránea 
cerca de la superficie.

Una parte del agua 
subterránea alcanza los 
acuíferos muy profundos 
y se queda allí por 
mucho tiempo.

El agua subterránea 
fluye hacia los océanos, 
manteniendo el ciclo 
del agua.

El agua de los 
lagos y los ríos puede 
infiltrarse en el suelo.

El agua se mueve bajo 
tierra debido a la 
gravedad y la presión.

Las precipitaciones 
en la tierra fluyen 
hacia abajo en forma 
de escorrentía, y dan 
agua a los lagos, los 
ríos, y los océanos.

Parte de la lluvia infil-
tra en el suelo, y, si 
llega a lo suficiente-
mente profundo, 
recarga los acuíferos.

Escorrentía de
aguas superficiales
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Absorción de
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    las aguas
      subterráneas 

Agua subterránea almacenada

Circulación de aguas subterraneas

Los océanos

Escorrentía de
  aguas superficiales

Evapotranspiración

Los
Ríos

La Nieve
derretida

Escorrentía de
aguas superficiales

La niebla y el rocío

Precipitación

Sublimación

Hielo y nieve

La corriente

El Ciclo
del
Agua

Vapor
volcánico

Evaporación

CondensaciónLa atmósfera

Evapotranspiración

Quizás pienses que cada gota de lluvia que cae del cielo, o que cada
vaso de agua que tomas están hechos de agua nueva pero, de hecho,

siempre ha estado aquí y forman una parte constante del ciclo del agua.
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Mohli by ste si myslieť, že každá kvapka dažďa, ktorá spadne z
oblohy alebo každý pohár vody, ktorý vypijete, je z čisto novej vody.

V skutočnosti je to ale stále tá istá voda, ktorá tu je a bola
vždy a ktorá je trvalou súčasťou kolobehu vody!
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Slnečné teplo dodáva 
energiu, ktorá je 
potrebná na to, aby 
vodný cyklus fungoval.

Slnko odparuje vodu z 
povrchu oceánov 
(evaporácia) a premieňa 
ju na vodnú paru.
Táto neviditeľná para 
stúpa do atmosféry, kde 
je chladnejší vzduch. 

Vodná para sa zráža 
(kondenzuje) a vyt-
vára oblaky.

Vzdušné prúdy 
presúvajú oblaky okolo 
celej Zeme.

Vodné kvapky tvoria 
oblaky. Kvapky z 
oblakov potom 
padajú na Zem ako 
zrážky (dážď a sneh).

V oblastiach s chlad-
ným podnebím sa 
zrážky ukladajú ako 
sneh a ľadovce.

Keď sa sneh roztopí, 
premení sa na vodu, 
ktorá odtečie do 
rieky, oceána alebo 
vsiakne do zeme.

Niekedy môže ľad 
fázu topenia 
„preskočiť“ a  
vypariť sa priamo do 
ovzdušia (sublimácia).

Sopky (vulkány) tiež 
vypúšťajú paru, z 
ktorej sa tvoria 
oblaky.

.

Rastliny prijímajú vodu 
z podzemnej vody a 
vyparujú ju zo 
svojich listov 
(evapotranspirácia).

Niektoré podzemné vody 
presakujú do riek a 
jazier a môžu vystúpiť 
až na zemský povrch 
ako prameň.

Podzemná voda, ktorá je 
blízko zemského povrchu, 
je zachytávaná rastli-
nami.

Časť podzemnej vody sa 
dostáva veľmi hlboko do 
podzemia a zostáva tam 
veľmi dlhú dobu.

Podzemná voda odteká 
do oceánov a kolobeh 
vody pokračuje 
odznova.

Voda z jazier 
a riek môže tiež 
vsiaknuť do zeme.

Voda steká do podzemia, 
pretože na ňu pôsobí 
gravitácia a tlak.

Dažďové zrážky stekajú 
po zemi dole kopcom ako 
povrchový odtok, ktorý 
zásobuje vodou jazerá, 
rieky a oceány.

Časť zrážok vsiakne do 
zeme (infiltrácia), a ak 
vsiaknu dostatočne 
hlboko, dopĺňajú zásoby 
podzemnej vody.

Zvieratá

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

Stefanie Neno, Jim Morgan, Gabriele Zanolli, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Howard Perlman, Gerard Gonthier, U.S. Geological Survey

Portuguese translation by Samantha Martins
General Information Product 146

http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycle-kids.html

O calor do Sol fornece 
energia para que o ciclo 
d’água ocorra..

O Sol evapora a água dos 
oceanos, transformando-a 
em vapor d’água. 

O vapor d’água 
condensa, formando 
nuvens.

As correntes de ar são 
responsáveis por mover
as nuvens por todo o
planeta.

Gotas d’água formam 
nuvens, que então caem 
no solo como precipi-
tação (chuva ou neve).

Em climas frios, a 
precipitação cai como 
neve e gelo, formando 
geleiras.

A neve pode derreter e 
escoar superficialmente, 
até os rios e os oceanos.

Parte do gelo 
transforma-se direta-
mente em vapor d’água, 
pulando a fase líquida 
(sublimação).

Vulcões também emitem 
vapor d’água, que 
condensam e formam 
nuvens.

As plantas utilizam água 
subterrânea e então a 
evapotranspiram através 
de suas folhas.

Parte da água subter-
rânea percola até rios 
e lagos e podem fluir 
para superfície como 
nascentes. 

A água subterrânea 
próxima da superfície é 
utilizada pelas raízes das 
plantas.

Parte da água subterrânea 
fica em regiões muito 
profundas, podendo ficar 
lá por muito tempo.

A água subterrânea flui 
para os oceanos, man-
tendo o ciclo d’água. 

Água de lagos 
e de rios podem 
percolar pelo solo.

A água move-se para o 
subterrâneo devido a 
gravidade e 
a pressão.

A chuva escorre 
montanha abaixo, 
fornecendo água para 
lagos, rios e oceanos

Parte da chuva entra no 
solo, como infiltração, 
podendo recarregar 
aquíferos.
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Você talvez imagine que cada gota d’água que cai do céu ou
cada copo d’água que você bebe é água totalmente nova,

mas a água sempre esteve aqui e faz parte do ciclo d’água. 

Este vapor d’água, que é 
invisível, sobe pela atmos-
fera atingindo alturas onde
a temperatura é menor.
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Du tror kanskje at hver dråpe regn som faller fra himmelen 
eller hvert glass vann som du drikker er helt ny, men det 

har alltid vært her og er en del av vannets kretsløp.
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Varme fra solen gir 
den energien trengs 
for å gjøre vannets 
kretsløp mulig.

Solen fordamper vann 
fra hav til vanndamp. 

Fordampet vann kon-
denseres til skyer.

Luftstrømmer flytter 
skyer over hele 
jorden.

Vanndråper formes i 
skyene, som deret-
ter faller ned som 
nedbør (regn 
og snø).

I kaldt klima blir 
nedbør til snø, is 
eller breer.

Snø kan smelte og bli 
avrenning, som 
renner ut i elver, 
hav, og ned i bakken.

Noe is fordamper 
direkte ut i luften 
og hopper over 
smeltefasen 
(Sublimasjon).

Vulkaner slipper ut 
damp som former 
skyer.

Planter tar opp 
grunnvannet og 
fordamper de via 
bladene sine. 

Noe av grunnvannet 
siver ut til elver, 
innsjøer og overflaten 
som kildevann.

Grunnvann nær over-
flaten blir tatt opp 
av planter.

Noe av grunnvannet 
synder veldig dypt og 
blir der for en mye 
lenger periode.

Grunnvann renner ut I 
have tog holder van-
nets kretsløp i gang.

Vann fra 
innsjøer og elver kan 
synke ned i bakken.

Vann beveger seg i un-
derflaten på grunn av 
tyngdekraft og trykk.

Nedbør på land strøm-
mer nedover som 
overflateavrenning, 
som gir vann til 
innsjøer, elver og hav.

Noe regnvann synker 
ned i bakken som 
infiltrasjon, og hvis 
dypt nok, lader(fyller) 
grunnvannet.

Denne usynlige vann-
dampen stiger opp i 
atmosfæren, hvor 
luften er kaldere.
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여러분은 하늘에서 떨어지는 빗방울이나 마시는 물잔 
속 물이 새것이라고 생각하겠지만, 사실 모든 물은
순환과정을 통해 항상 우리 곁에 있었던 것이에요..
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태양열은� 물의� 순환� 
과정이� 일어나도록� 
에너지를� 공급합니다�.

태양은� 물을� 
바다로부터� 공기� 중의� 
수증기로� 

차가워진� 수증기는� 
공기� 중에서� 구름으로� 
응결됩니다�.� 

공기의� 흐름�(대류�)는� 
구름이� 지구상� 
여기저기로� 움직이도록� 
합니다�.

구름� 속에서� 물방울들이� 
만들어진� 후� 비와� 눈의� 
형태�(강수�)로� 땅에� 
내려옵니다�.

차가운� 기후조건에서는� 
강수가� 눈과� 얼음�,� 
빙하의� 모습으로� 
만들어집니다�.

눈이� 녹으면� 땅� 위를� 
흐르는� 지표류가� � 되어� 
강과� 바다로� 흐르거나� 
땅� 속으로� 스며듭니다�.

어떤� 얼음은� 직접� 공기� 
중으로� 증발하여� 녹는� 
과정을� 지나치기도� 
합니다�(승화�)�.� 

화산은� 증기를� 
만드는데�,� 이� 증기� 또한� 
구름을� 만듭니다�.

식물은� 지하수를� 
사용하고� 증발�(혹은� 
발산�)시키는데�,� 
증발작용은� 식물의� 
잎에서� 일어납니다�.

어떤� 지하수는� 강과� 
호수로� 스며들어� 샘물과� 
같이� 땅� 위로� 솟아날� 수� 
있습니다�.� 

지표면� 가까이를� 지나는� 
지하수는� 식물이� 성장을� 
위해� 사용합니다�.

어떤� 지하수는� 땅� 
속으로� 아주� 깊게� 
들어가� 오랫동안� 머물러� 
있기도� 합니다�.

지하수는� 바다로� 
흘러들어� 물의� 
순환과정이� 계속� 될� 수� 
있도록� 합니다�.� 

호수와� 강의� 물은� 땅으로� 
스며들� 수� 있습니다�.

물은� 중력과� 압력으로� 
인해� 땅� 속으로� 
이동합니다�.

땅� 위의� 빗물은� 지표류� 
형태로� 흐르며� 호수와� 
강�,� 바다에� 물을� 
공급합니다�.

어떤� 빗물은� 땅으로� 
흡수�(침투�)되며�,� 깊이� 
들어가면서� 지하수� 양을� 
증가시킵니다�.� 

동물

눈에� 보이지� 않는� 이러한� 
수증기는� 대기� 중으로� 
올라가서� 점점� 
차가워집니다�.� 

Du denkst vielleicht , jeder Regentropfen, der vom Himmel fällt , 
oder jedes Glas Wasser, das du trinkst , ist nagelneu, aber das 

Wasser ist schon immer da, und es ist Teil des Wasserkreislaufs.
Die Wärme der Sonne 
stellt die Energie bereit, 
die den Wasserkreislauf 
antreibt.

Die Sonne verdampft 
Wasser aus den Meeren 
zu Wasserdampf.

Der Wasserdampf 
kondensiert zu Wolken.

Luftströmungen bewe-
gen die Wolken um die 
ganze Erde herum.

In den Wolken bilden 
sich Wassertropfen, die 
dann als Niederschlag 
auf die Erde fallen 
(Regen oder Schnee).

In kühlen Klimazonen 
sammelt sich der 
Niederschlag als Schnee, 
Eis oder Gletscher.

Schnee kann schmelzen, 
wird dann zum Abfluss, 
der in Flüsse fließt, 
in die Meere und in 
den Boden.

Manches Eis verdampft 
direkt in die Luft, ohne 
Umweg über das 
Schmelzen zu Flüssigkeit 
(Sublimation).

Vulkane stoßen Dampf 
aus, der Wolken bildet.

Dieser unsichtbare Dampf
steigt in die Atmosphäre 
auf, wo die Luft kühler ist.

Pflanzen nehmen 
Grundwasser auf und 
verdunsten es über ihre 
Blätter.

Manches Grundwasser 
gelangt in Flüsse und 
Seen und kann als 
Quellen an die 
Oberfläche treten.

Grundwasser, das sich 
nah unter der Bodenober-
fläche befindet, wird von 
Pflanzen aufgenommen.

Manches Grundwasser 
gelangt sehr tief in den 
Untergrund und bleibt 
dort für lange Zeit.

Grundwasser strömt in 
die Meere und hält den 
Wasserkreislauf in Gang.

Wasser aus 
Seen und Flüssen 
kann in den Untergrund 
versickern.

Wasser bewegt sich 
infolge von Schwerkraft 
und Druck.
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Vulkanen

Regen, der auf Land 
fällt, fließt bergab als 
Regenabfluss und bringt 
so Wasser in Seen, 
Flüsse und die Meere.

Mancher Regen dringt in 
den Boden ein, als Versic- 
kerungswasser, und bildet 
neues Grundwasser, wenn 
er weit genug eindringt.

Verdunstung

KondendsationAtmosphäre

Evapotranspiration

La chaleur du soleil 
fournit l'énergie pour 
faire fonctionner le 
cycle de l'eau.

Le soleil évapore l'eau 
des océans sous la 
forme de vapeur d'eau.

La vapeur d'eau se 
condense pour former 
des nuages

Les courants d’air 
déplacent les nuages 
tout autour de la Terre.

Les gouttes d’eau se 
transforment en nuages, 
et ensuite tombent sur 
la Terre sous forme de 
précipitations (pluie 
et neige).

Dans les climats froids, 
les précipitations 
s'accumulent sous la 
forme de neige, de 
glace et de glaciers.

La neige peut fondre, 
devenant ainsi le ruis-
sellement, qui alimente 
les rivières, les océans, 
et le sous-sol.

La glace s'évapore 
directement dans l'air, 
sans passer par la phase 
de fonte (sublimation).

Les volcans produisent 
de la vapeur qui forme 
des nuages.

Cette vapeur invisible
monte dans l'atmosphère,
où l'air est plus froid.

Les plantes absorbent 
l'eau souterraine et la ré 
émettent (evapotrans-
piration, évaporation) à 
 partir de leurs feuilles.

Une partie de l’eau souter-
raine alimente les rivières 
et les lacs, et peut 
s’écouler à la surface sous 
forme de sources.

L’eau souterraine 
proche de la surface est 
absorbée par les plantes.

Une partie de l’eau sou-
terraine s’enfonce très 
profondément dans le 
sous-sol et y reste pen-
dant une longue période.

L’eau souterraine 
s’écoule  dans les 
océans, en gardant ainsi 
actif le cycle de l'eau.

L'eau des lacs et
des rivières peut aussi 
s’infiltrer dans le sous-sol.

L'eau se déplace dans le 
sous-sol en raison de la 
gravité et de la pression.

Les précipitations tom-
bant sur terre forment 
les eaux de ruisselle-
ment qui alimentent en 
eau les lacs, les rivières 
et les océans.

Une partie de la pluie 
s’infiltre dans le sous-sol, 
et si la percolation de 
l’eau est assez profonde, 
les eaux souterraines se 
rechargent.

Ruissellement

Les lacs
et étangs

Percolation

Infiltration

Sources

Absorption par
les plantesRecharge de

l’eau souterraine

Réserve d’eau souterraine

Ecoulement de l’eau souterraine

Les océans

Ruissellement

Evapotranspiration

Rivières

Fonte des
neiges Ruissellement

Brouillard et rosée

Précipitation

Sublimation

Glace et neige

Ecoulement

Le cycle
de l’eau

Vapeur
volcanique

Evaporation

CondensationL’atmosphère

Evapotranspiration

Vous pouvez penser que chaque goutte de pluie qui tombe du
ciel, ou chaque verre d'eau que vous buvez, est tout nouveau,

mais, en fait, il a toujours été là et fait partie du cycle de l'eau.
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Toplina sunca daje 
energiju koja pokreće 
vodni ciklus.

Voda iz oceana djelo-
vanjem sunca isparava 
u vodenu paru. 

Vodena para konden-
zira se u oblake.

Zračne struje nose 
oblake oko zemaljske 
kugle.

U oblacima se oblikuju 
kapi vode koje potom 
padaju na Zemlju u 
obliku oborina (kiša i 
snijeg).

U hladnim podne-
bljima oborine se 
javljaju u obliku 
snijega, leda i 
ledenjaka.

Snijeg se može otopiti 
i kao površinsko 
otjecanje otjecati u 
rijeke, oceane i tlo.

Dio leda izravno 
isparava u zrak i 
preskače fazu ota-
panja (sublimacija).

Vulkani proizvode paru 
koja tvori oblake.

Ta nevidljiva para 
uzdiže se u atmosferu 
gdje je zrak hladniji.

Biljke upijaju 
podzemnu vodu koja 
potom isparava s 
njihovih listova.

Dio podzemne vode 
procjeđuje se u rijeke 
i jezera i može izbiti 
na površinu u obliku 
izvora. 

Podzemnu vodu blizu 
površine tla upijaju 
biljke.

Dio podzemne vode 
dospijeva duboko u 
tlo i ondje se dugo 
zadržava. 

Podzemna voda otječe 
u oceane i vodni 
ciklus se ponavlja

Voda iz jezera i rijeka 
može se procijediti u 
tlo.

Voda teče podzemljem 
zbog gravitacije i 
pritiska.

Oborine koje padnu 
na tlo otječu nizbrdo i 
dovode vodu u jezera, 
rijeke i oceane.

Dio kiše upija se u tlo 
putem infiltracije i 
dospije li dovoljno 
duboko, prihranjuje 
podzemne vode.

Površinsko
otjecanje

Jezera

Procjeđivanje

Infiltracija

Izvori

Apsorpcija Prihranjivanje
podzemnih voda

 Zalihe podzemne vode

 Tok podzemne vode

Oceani

Površinsko
     otjecanje

 Evapotranspiraci ja

Rijeke

 Otapanje
  snijega

Površinsko
otjecanje

Magla i rosa

Oborine

Sublimaci ja

Led i snijeg

Vodotok

 Vodni
Ciklus

Vulkanska
para

Isparavanje

KondenzacijaAtmosfera

Evapotranspiracija

Možda misliš da je svaka kap kiše koja padne s neba ili
svaka čaša vode koju popiješ sasvim nova, dok je ona

zapravo oduvijek ovd je i dio je vodnog ciklusa.

Životinje

 لعمل الدورة المائية 
 المزود الرئيسي

تعتبر حرارة الشمس

The sun evaporates
water from the oceans
into water vapor. 

The water vapor
condenses into clouds.

Air currents move clouds
all around the Earth.

Water drops form in
clouds, and the drops
then fall to Earth as 
precipitation (rain and 
snow).

In cold climates,
precipitation builds up
as snow, ice, and
glaciers.

Snow can melt and
become runoff, which
flows into rivers, the
oceans, and into the
ground.

Some ice evaporates
directly into the air,
skipping the melting
phase (sublimation).

Volcanoes emit steam,
which forms clouds.

This invisible vapor rises
into the atmosphere,
where the air is colder.

Plants take up
groundwater and
evapotranspire, or
evaporate, it from
their leaves.

Some groundwater seeps
into rivers and lakes, and
can flow to the surface
as springs.

Groundwater close to the
land surface is taken up
by plants.

Some groundwater goes
very deep into the ground
and stays there for a
long time.

Groundwater flows into
the oceans, keeping the
water cycle going.

Water from
lakes and rivers can also
seep into the ground.

Water moves underground
because of gravity and
pressure.

Rainfall on land flows
downhill as runoff,
providing water to lakes,
rivers, and the oceans.

Some rain soaks into the
ground, as infiltration,
and if deep enough,
recharges groundwater.
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You may think that every drop of rain that falls from the sky,
or each glass of water that you drink, is brand new, but it 
has always been here and is a part of The Water Cycle.

RUNOFF
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Water
Cycle
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You may think that every drop of rain that falls from the sky,
or each glass of water that you drink, is brand new, but it 
has always been here and is a part of The Water Cycle.

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

Stefanie Neno, Jim Morgan, Gabriele Zanolli, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Howard Perlman, Gerard Gonthier, U.S. Geological Survey

General Information Product 146
http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycle-kids.html

The heat of the sun 
provides energy to make 
the water cycle work.

The sun evaporates
water from the oceans
into water vapor. 

The water vapor
condenses into clouds.

Air currents move clouds
all around the Earth.

Water drops form in
clouds, and the drops
then fall to Earth as 
precipitation (rain and 
snow).

In cold climates,
precipitation builds up
as snow, ice, and
glaciers.

Snow can melt and
become runoff, which
flows into rivers, the
oceans, and into the
ground.

Some ice evaporates
directly into the air,
skipping the melting
phase (sublimation).

Volcanoes emit steam,
which forms clouds.

This invisible vapor rises
into the atmosphere,
where the air is colder.

Plants take up
groundwater and
evapotranspire, or
evaporate, it from
their leaves.

Some groundwater seeps
into rivers and lakes, 
and can flow to the 
surface as springs.

Groundwater close to the
land surface is taken up
by plants.

Some groundwater goes
very deep into the 
ground and stays there 
for a long time.

Groundwater flows into
the oceans, keeping the
water cycle going.

Water from
lakes and rivers can also
seep into the ground.

Water moves underground
because of gravity and
pressure.

Rainfall on land flows
downhill as runoff,
providing water to lakes,
rivers, and the oceans.

Some rain soaks into the
ground, as infiltration,
and if deep enough,
recharges groundwater.
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