In Reply Refer to:
Mail Stop 409

April 23, 2009
Memorandum

To: Regional Directors, Regional Executives,
Water Science Center Directors, Data Chiefs, and Branch Chiefs

From: Matthew C. Larsen /s/ Matthew C. Larsen
Associate Director for Water

Karen D. Baker /s/ Karen D. Baker
Associate Director Administrative Policy and Services

Subject: Maintaining an Auditable Record of USGS Discontinued
Water Monitoring Station Liabilities - Due by June 30, 2009

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is subject to an annual financial audit. As part of this audit,
auditors historically review the details and rationale behind the USGS’ liability for discontinued
water related monitoring stations and associated remediation costs. Since 1998, the Water Science
Centers (WSCs) have been required to manage information about discontinued stations in the
Deferred Maintenance—Capital Improvement (DM-CI) Database. The DM-CI database contains
information about USGS discontinued streamgaging stations, cableways, and groundwater wells
along with the maintenance liabilities associated with these discontinued stations. The DM-CI also
includes capital improvement information about select USGS active streamgages and cableways in
need of infrastructure stabilization and/or maintenance.

During the USGS’ Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 financial audit, auditors attempted to confirm USGS’
liability for discontinued monitoring stations using the DM-CI and the National Water Information
System (NWIS) databases, but were unable to do so because of inconsistencies within and between
the databases. As a result of this audit, the auditors determined that the USGS must do a more
consistent job of tracking the (1) ownership of USGS monitoring stations (2) activity status of the
monitoring station (active, inactive, or discontinued), and (3) liabilities with regards to USGS-
owned discontinued monitoring station remediation.

In order to comply with the audit findings, Science Centers are now required to annually review and
update the USGS databases used for tracking this information. The attached policy/instructional
memorandum provides the background, instructions, general guidance, and requirements for



maintaining an auditable inventory of USGS monitoring station assets and liabilities. Please note,
the memorandum states completion by May 31 annually. For this year, the completion due
date is June 30, 2009. To more accurately reflect the goal of this activity, the DM-CI database has
been renamed to the Discontinued Station Maintenance-Capital Improvement (DS-CI) database
(http://1stop.usgs.gov/discontinued/).

We acknowledge that this year’s task to identify the status of all sites in the site file of the NWIS for
a Science Center will be a large effort. In order to facilitate the process and reduce some of the
workload on Centers, WRD Headquarters (HQ) Staff are working on a batch process that will help
decrease the amount of work required for this first time effort. WRD HQ Staff is also planning to
offer a series of webinars to help explain the batch process and answer questions. Information
about the batch process and webinars will be sent in the next few weeks. Changes to the NWIS
database reference list (scheduled for late April) are required before Science Centers will be able to
complete the steps outlined in the policy/instructional memorandum and its attachments. Centers
can, however, begin to work on the requirements of this memorandum by checking stations and
preparing data to be entered in batch mode. Once the NWIS database reference list is updated, then
the changes queued for entry through batch mode can be made along with any individual station
changes.

In addition, WRD is going to distribute $100,000 to help fund WSC work to comply with this
requirement. The funds will be distributed proportionately based on the number of stations in each
WSC site file compared with the national total. The WSCs have been put into four groups based on
the size of their site file and the funding allotted accordingly. The attached spreadsheet provides a
list of WSCs and the funding they will receive. WRD HQ will transfer the funding to each WSC’s
main common services account unless the WSC contacts Gene Summerhill (gasummer@usgs.gov;
703-648-5309) and makes other arrangements.

The efforts of the Centers in carrying out this important activity are greatly appreciated. Should you

have any questions, contact:

. Streamgages — Phil Turnipseed (pturnip@usgs.gov)

. Groundwater wells — Chuck Schalk (cwschalk@usgs.gov)
or Bill Cunningham (wcunning@usgs.gov).

. Stand alone water-quality monitoring sites — Terry Schertz (tschertz@usgs.gov)

. Discontinued Station Maintenance — Capital Improvement database Phil Turnipseed
(pturnip@usgs.gov)

2 Attachments:
Water Resources Discipline Policy Memorandum 2009.02/Administrative Policy
and Services Instructional Memorandum 2009-09
Spreadsheet of funding allotments to Water Science Centers

cc: Office of Surface Water Staff (GS-W-HQ OSW Staff All)
Office of Groundwater Staff (OGW All)
Office of Water Quality Staff (GS-W OWQ, GS-W OWQ wgspecs, GS-W NAWQA HQ)
WRD Sr Staff (GS-W A)
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