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Abstract

The proposed research will determine the historical patterns of mercury deposition, rates
of accumulation, sources, and movements of mercury in the Louisiana coastal marsh
environment. The study will quantify the amount of methylmercury in Louisiana coastal
marsh, which, serve as nursery ground for fish and other aquatic species. The study will
complement ongoing studies by Pl documenting methyl and total mercury in bottom

sediment from numerous Louisiana water bodies. Due to high organic matter content of
marsh soil, there likely will be greater amount of methylmercury.
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