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Abstract

Mangrove wetlands provide an important buffer between land and coastal marine communities. They
provide tremendous benefits to the ecology of near-by ecosystems such as coral reefs and sea grass beds by
slowing the flow of stormwater, filtering suspended sediments from runoff, and helping remove destructive
pollutants before they enter fragile coastal environments. They also buffer the shoreline from erosion and
protect boats and coastal developments from hurricane winds and waves. Y et the amount of mangrove
areasin the Virgin Islands has significantly declined in the last 50 years because mangrove ecosystems
were routinely bulldozed to make space for marinas and other coastal devel opments.

Although mitigation has decreased the rate of mangrove habitat 0ss, [imited awareness and a poor
understanding of the role of mangroves continues to hinder these efforts. Thereis aneed to increase local
awareness of the importance of mangrovesin the Virgin Islands and to demonstrate the benefits of
restoring lost or damaged wetlands. In order to increase advocacy for mangrove habitat protection and
restoration we are proposing to target local high school students and provide them with environmental
education training and practical experience in mangrove restoration techniques. Thiswill be aninvaluable
first step in changing the local perceptions, attitudes and behaviors towards this valuable natural resource.



