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Abstract

The overdl emphasis of this study isto examine how the potential release of nutrient-rich treated
wastewater by the City of Corpus Christi into the Rincon Deltawetland ecosystem may affect the growth of
phytoplankton (small, free-floating aquatic plants). The study will look into how releasing effluents
intermittently, in pulses, may affect the growth of edible and nuisance forms of phytoplankton. It will also
examine how the community structure of phytoplankton and zooplankton as well as plankton succession
may be affected by these releases. In laboratory studies, waters from the Rincon Deltawill be
supplemented with nutrients to mimic the characteristics of treated wastewater that may be applied when

effluents are discharged. The effects of these effluent releases on phytoplankton will be examined in the
lab.



