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Abstract 
 
The quality of water associated with abandoned and inactive mines (AIM) is an important environmental 
issue in the state of Montana. The Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology (MBMG) has inventoried nearly 
4,000 abandoned and inactive mine sites for the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). Data associated with these samples are stored in MBMG's Ground Water Information 
Center (GWIC) database. Although extensive data relating to water quality associated with abandoned and 
inactive mines exists at MBMG, there is no easy method for the public and other government agencies to 
query this data. An internet mapping application would meet all of these needs. The application would 
allow for spatial queries of the AIM database. Queries could be related to any number of other spatial 
variables. For example, all AIM within a particular National Forest or a particular watershed could be 
selected. Once specific AIM sites are selected, the application would give the user the option of querying 
the GWIC database for information on water and soil samples. 


