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Abstract

Successful remediation and prevention of water quality problems depends on action at the local level that
considers land use impacts in awatershed context. Individual landowners and even local governments may
take action to protect alake or river on their own. However, actions lacking a watershed approach often
cannot resolve the problem. This can lead to an inefficient use of time and resources, and discourage future
action. Once water quality problems occur, a planning processis an essential tool to create a strategy to
identify the sources of pollution, prioritize resources, and craft solutions.

Unfortunately, despite the importance of watershed planning, there is no federal legislation to support
comprehensive watershed planning. Some planning activities take place, but not in acomprehensive
manner. At the state and local levels, drain code laws address water quantity but not necessarily quality
issues. Local watershed councilsrarely have funds or time to do comprehensive planning. Local soil
conservation districts have a distinct mandate that does not include comprehensive watershed planning.



