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Abstract

The member organizations of the National Institutes for Water Resources (NIWR) comprise a national
network of scientific organizations whose mission isto conduct and facilitate research that will improve the
management of our nation's water resources. Collectively, this organization represents an important
national resource of people and information with anearly 40 year history of scientific accomplishment.
While the information infrastructure created by this organization its member organizationsis extensive, it
has resulted from individual contributions by Institutes, each with its own unique procedures, protocoals,
and information formats. While the volume of information is considerable, it lacks aframework within
which comprehensive review and evaluation is possible.

Recently, aworking paper (included as Appendix A) has been set forth calling for the development of a
NIWR Water Science Support Network; an information framework through which each of the individual
54 NIWR Instituteswill be able to contribute to anational scientific water resources database and

information system. The objective of this project isto develop the under-lying client/server compute
infrastructure that will support the development of this information network.



