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Abstract

Key to the conservation of our natural world is the education of the citizenry. Some level of destruction by
peopleis out of ignorance. However, education for the masses has not been introduced into the institutions
of learning at the level it will take to overcome the problems. This Water Environment Studies In Schools
("WESS) program is afirst step to initiating teachersin the local public school system to elements that can
provide them with afoundation for teaching environmental studies at the same level of importance as other
disciplinesin the school day. The Anacostia River isthe focus of this school-based water environmental
program. The Anacostia River Watershed, a heavily polluted tributary to the Potomac River, islocated in a
densely populated area and suffering years of environmental neglect has made this Watershed become
known as a"degraded urban ecosystem." An informed citizenry, empowered by the realization of the
benefits of healthy rivers and watersheds, along with the knowledge that they know what to do to improve
the river can provide substantial support in the pursuit of clean rivers.



