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Abstract

The process of total mercury and methylmercury accumulation from "water to salmon” will be studied in
Alaska. Assessment of ingested contribution of mercury exposure for salmon will show the contribution of
biogenic routes of exposure. Total mercury (THg) and methylmercury (MeHg) in muscle samples of young
salmon species (chinook: O. tshawytscha; chum: O.keta; sockeye: O. nerka; coho: O. kisutch) from the
western Alaskarivers (Y ukon, Kuskokwim, Nushagak and Kvichak) which flow into the Bering Sea, will

be measured. The mean THg levelsin muscles of all the salmon species from several riverswill be
compared to advisory limits for human consumption.



