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DATE:

December 14, 2006
TO:

Attendees, Sediment Data-Collection Techniques, SW1091
FROM: 
John R. Gray, U.S. Geological Survey, Office of Surface Water, 

Course Coordinator

SUBJECT:   
Initial Student Information for March 18-23 USGS Training Course, “Sediment Data Collection Techniques” 

On behalf of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and course instructors, I am pleased that you will participate in the subject training course.  Technically supportable management decisions are necessarily predicated on reliable data.  The other instructors and I will work with you to impart the requisite understanding of fluvial-sediment theory, supported with field training, to enable development of a useful sediment data-collection program and collect and interpret reliable, quality-assured fluvial-sediment data.  

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide initial information to enable students to make travel and related plans for the course.  Detailed information on travel from Portland, OR, Airport to Castle Rock on the afternoon of March 18 will be available by February 28. 
A word about communication on travel arrangements and other needs leading up to the course:  Although you should feel free to call any instructor or me, for routine communications please make EMAIL your first choice.  My EMAIL address is jrgray@usgs.gov, and Kurt Spicer’s is krspicer@usgs.gov.  If we can’t be reached in a timely manner, G. Doug Glysson (gglysson@usgs.gov) or Larry Freeman (lfreeman@usgs.gov) can field your question(s).
WHAT AND WHERE:  The course will start and be held primarily at and near the Rose Tree Conference Facility in the Rose Tree Restaurant, a 50-yard walk from the Mt. St. Helens Motel.  Castle Rock is about 58 miles north of Portland, Oregon, via Interstate 5 and about 35 driving miles west of Mt. St. Helens via Washington Route 504.  The Conference Facility and motel are about one-third of a mile east of Interstate 5 on Washington Route 504, and about 200 yards east of the traffic light at Old Pacific Highway N.  

TRANSPORTATION TO CASTLE ROCK, MARCH 18:  Students will be shuttled via rental vans from Portland, OR, Airport to Castle Rock on Sunday, March 18; to various field sites March 19-22; and back to the airport on March 23 with a stop at the Cascades Volcano Observatory sediment laboratory in Vancouver, WA.
Students are encouraged to make their travel and motel reservations sooner than later to arrive at the Portland, OR, Airport no later than 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 18.  Send your arrival time and flight information (airline and flight number), along with other information as appropriate after you’ve read this entire memorandum, to krspicer@usgs.gov with a “cc” to jrgray@usgs.gov.

More detailed information on March 18 arrival plans at Portland, OR, airport, and van rides to Castle Rock will be forthcoming by February 28 (after all flight plans to Portland, OR, airport are known and van seat assignments have been made).  If you will arrange for your own conveyance to and/or from Castle Rock, that is entirely acceptable, but please let Kurt and me know immediately.  
LODGING:  A block of rooms has been reserved at the Mt. St. Helens Motel, 1340 Mt. St. Helens Road (State Route 504), Castle Rock.  Each student should call Ellen Rose, Motel Proprietor, at her/his convenience and reserve a room for the “USGS Sediment Course" for the period March 18-22 (check-out 6:30 a.m. March 22). The daily room rate, which is within the Federal lodging allowance, is $60 plus tax.  I’ve asked the motel to provide a tax waiver for Federal employees but I’m not sure that Washington State provides these waivers anymore.  The motel has free wireless internet access (no Ethernet lines).
Mt. St. Helens Motel:  Ellen Rose, Proprietor: 1340 Mt. St. Helens Way (Washington Route 504), Castle Rock, Washington, 98611; phone number 360/274-7721.
WEATHER:  Temperatures generally can range from ~30 to ~60 degrees F in mid-March.  Expect rain.  You might be pleasantly surprised.  Or (and?) you might see some snow.
WHAT TO BRING:  The course mixes ~equal parts of field work with classroom instruction.  Our setting and the manner in which we put on the course is relatively informal.  Most students and instructors wear field clothes for the duration of the training period.  My only hard-and-fast attire requirement is clothes.  Jeans and flannel shirts or similar informal attire are typically worn by instructors and students alike.  Suit yourself.
Field work will be performed from bridges over, and wading in rivers draining the Mt. St. Helens northern/western watershed.  Also, a trip to Mt. St. Helens to examine the geomorphic consequences of the 1980 eruption is planned (it can be very windy and cold/snowing there).  

Personal Flotation Device:  Each student should bring a Personal Flotation Device (PFD) acceptable for use on bridges and for wading in shallow streams.  Many ship their PFD (and hip boots/waders, see next entry) directly to the motel.  This is essential if you plan to use a SOSpender Inflatable PFD.  Homeland Security restrictions require that no one be allowed onboard an aircraft with the CO2 cylinder necessary to auto-inflate the device.  The auto-inflation feature is required per USGS water safety regulations.  If the CO2 cartridge is not present, the PFD is rendered useless to you (manual inflation is not an option per USGS regulations).  

Consider this:  If you want to leave your CO2 cartridge at home and pack a SOSpender Inflatable PFD in your luggage, let Kurt Spicer know on or before February 28 and we will arrange to LOAN a CO2 cartridge to you for the duration of the class, after which the cartridge would be returned to Kurt on Thursday, March 22.  

Waders or Hip Boots:  Each student should bring either hip boots (preferred), or chest waders.  We have some extra waders for use by the class; contact Kurt with your feet size if you seek to use a loaner.
Field Clothes:  Good rain gear is highly recommended, as is a warm, hooded jacket, work gloves, work or hiking boots, and other appropriate field/cold-weather gear.  

Other:  A field-type clipboard and pencils are needed, and a hand calculator and straight edge are required for parts of the classroom sessions.  I encourage students to bring laptop computers for trading files/burning CD’s during the class, but this is at your discretion.

SHARING INFORMATION/EXPERIENCES:

Students are encouraged to describe and discuss special sediment-measuring issues with the instructors and (if appropriate and desired) the rest of the class.  Send a short description of your project or special sedimentation problem via EMAIL to jrgray@usgs.gov.  Bring demos if you wish.  I can’t guarantee that everyone will have time to present during regular class hours, but we usually end up accommodating most everyone.  Several instructors are usually available between the end of each class session and dinner to consider special fluvial-sediment problems and recommend solutions.  Social hours follow each day’s session and are sometimes used for semi-formal presentations by students.  We will have a computer and projector available at the social hour is given a few minutes of forewarning.
Students are also encouraged to provide examples of applications of "sediment-surrogate technologies," that is, indirect means for inferring sediment concentrations.  This includes nephelometers, optical backscatterance meters (sometimes collectively referred to as “turbidimeters), and instruments operating on laser, bulk-optic, acoustic, pressure-differential and/or other principles.  

ENDIT:  I am looking forward to seeing you in Castle Rock later on March 18, or by 7:45 a.m. March 19 in the classroom.   Our goal is to put on a fulfilling and enlightening training experience.  We hope you will enjoy taking the class as much as we enjoy teaching it.  

For additional information, please contact me via EMAIL at jrgray@usgs.gov, or call 703.648-5318, or send FAX to 703.648-4530. 
Sincerely, Course Coordinator John R. Gray///

PAGE  
3

