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National Water-Quality Assessment Program 



• What contaminants are in 
groundwater? 

• What chemical processes are 
occurring in the aquifer? 

• How can water-resource 
managers use this information? 
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Groundwater study wells — 1991-2010 
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• Geologic source 
– Manganese 
– Arsenic 
– Radon 
 

• Manmade source 
– Nitrate 
– Pesticides 
– Solvents 

Benchmark exceedances 
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Southwest basin-fill aquifers 
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Southwest basin-fill aquifers 
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Glacial aquifer – northern U.S. 
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Glacial aquifer – northern U.S. Volcanic-rock aquifer, Oahu 
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29 High Plains aquifer, central U.S. 
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Radium in groundwater 
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The next decade:  What will the future 
bring? 
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